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THE D RESIDENT PROM 

SECRETARY ROBERT McNAMARA % 


A Yes? 

B iiello? 

A Yea. 



B dr. President, we had... I jU3t had a report from the Commander of 

our Task Force out there that they had sighted 2 unidentified vessels 
and 3 unidentified prop aircraft. And • therefore the Carrier 
launched 2 F8’s and 2 A4D's, and 4 Al's... 

A Go back over those a.jain. . .what did we launch? • 

B We launched 2 IBBh fighter aircraft, 2 A4D's which are Jet attack 

aircraft, and 4 A l's, which are prop driven aircraft. .. ae we have 
launched 3 aircraft flnetathe carrier to examine what is in the vicinitv 
of the destroyer to protect the destroyers. The report is that they 
have observed. . .but we don't know by what means. . .whether it is 
radar or otherwise. . .and I expect that it is radar... 2 unidentified 
vessels, and 3 unidentified prop aircraft in the vicinity of the 
destroyers. 

A Now what else do we have out there? 

B We have only the Ticonderoga. .with it's aircraft, .and to protect it 3 
destroyer screen.. .and I think that there are 3 destroyers with 
the Ticonderoga, and we have the Constellation which is moving out 
of Hal Con, and which I sent orders to about an hour or two ago to 
move down towards South Viet Nam. We don't know exactly how long 
it will take... we guess about 30 hours. ETe have ample forces to 
respond not only to these attacks on the destroyers but also to 
retaliate should you wish to do so. . .against targets on the land, 
and when I come over... at noontime I'll bring you a list of alter- 
native target systems. . .tfe can mine the ? bridges., we can.. and I just 
issued orders to ? today in the Hailippines to fly the mines out to 
the carrier... so we'll be prepared to do it if you want to do it. 

■‘>e can destroy the ? draft by bombing. .There is a petroleum system 
that is concentrated. . ,70% of the petroleum supply in North Viet Nam 
we believe is concentrated in 3 dumps, .and we can bomb those dumps 
or strafe tnose dumps, destroy their petroleum system which would 
be the petroleum for the patrol craft.. .In addition, there are 
certain prestige targets that we have been working on the last 
several months ..and we have target folders jrqpared on those. For 
example, there is one bridge that is one camp bridge on the rail 
line south out of Hanoi and we could destroy that., and there are 
other prestige targets of that kind. 

A All ri,v;ht . .good. I told Rivers the other day— and I told him what was 
going to be in Charleston - now he oan announce that, can't he? 

B Oh-, surely, surely... 

A O.Y... thank you. 
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PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S NOTES ON CONVERSATION WITH • 

SECRETA RY McNAMARA AUGUST 4 , 1964 10:53 am 

McNamara: . .1 just had a report from the Commander of our Task 

Force out there that they had signed 2 unidentified vessel and 3 
unidentified prop*aircraft. And therefore the carrier launched 2 F 8 
fighter aircraft, 2 A4D's, which are jet aircraft, and 4 A l's, which 
are prop driven aircraft - - so we have launched 8 aircraft from the 
carrier to examine what is in the vicinity of the destroyer to protect 
the destroyers. The report is that they have observed. . . .2 unidentified 
vessels and 3 unidentified prop aircraft in the vicinity of the destroyers." 

i 

The President: "Now what else do we have out there? " j 

1 

McNamara: "We have only the Ticonderoga with its aircraft. . .and I 
think that there are 3 destroyers with the Ticonderoga, and we have 
the Constellation which is moving out of Hai Con, and which I sent orders to! 
... .to move down toward South Viet Nam. We don't know exactly 
how long it will take* . .We have ample forces to respond not only to these 
attacks on the destroyers but also to retaliate should you wish to do so, \ 
against targets on the land. When I come over at noontime I'll bring ! 

you a list of the alternative target systems. We can mine the bridges. . . 

I just issued orders today in the Philippines to fly the mines out to the 
carrier soxk we'll be prepared to do it if you want to. . . .We can destroy 
the craft by bombing. . . .70% of the petroleum supply in North Viet j 

Nam we believe is concentrated in 3 dumps and we can bomb those d ump s ; 

or strafe those dumps, destroy their petroleum system. . .In addition, j 

there are certain prestige targets that we have been working on the j 

last several months, and we have target folders prepared on those. j 

For example, there is one bridge. . .on the rail line south of Hanoi and j 

we could destroy that and there are other prestige targets of that kind." ] 

4 

The President: "AH right -- good. . * " ! 
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TELEPHONE NOTES 
THE PRESIDENT PROM 
SECRETARY ROBERT MCNAMARA 


10:53 aAUGUST 4, 1964 


Yes? 


Hello? 




Mr. Presidents w* bad. . ..1 just had a report from the commander of -tire task force 
out there that they had sighted 2 unidentified vessels* • . and 3 unidentified prop 
aircrafts And therefore the aircraft launched 2 P8*s and 2 A4D*s, and 4 Al*s. . ; 

CatxX*-®-. 

Go back over those again. .... what did we launch? \ 

We laundsd 2 P8*e fighter aircraft, 2 Ai^D which are jet attack aircraft and 4 AUPs 
which are prop driven aircraft, so we have launched 8 aircraft add the carrier 
to ex a mi ne what is in the vicinity of the destroyer to protect the destroyers. The 
report is that they have observed. .... hot we don't know by what means. ... unftrart-^ 
radar or otherwise. . ..and 1 expect that Is radar. .... 2 unidentified vessels, an^ j 
3 unidentified prop aircraft in the vicinity .... of die destroyer s. . . j 'JL ^ 

Now what else do we have out there ? 



We have only the Tleenderoga. « « with lt*s aircraft* . • and to protect Its destroyer j 
screen. . . • .and I think that there are 3 destroyers with die Tleenderoga, and we have 
the Constellation which is moving out of Hal Con, and which 1 seat orders to about 
an hour or two age to move down towards South Viet Nam. We don't know exactly 
how long it will take.. . .we guess about 30 hours. «• We lave amp totery s to sespond j 
not only to these attacks on the destroyers but also to retaliate Hwtyou wish to do 1 
so. . .against targets on the land, and when X come ever. • « • at noontime 1*1 bring 
you a list of alteraatlve’Uyctems. , . .We can miao the basesev^^eogu. . sad , I 
just Issued erdsrjpSdoouvie (sp?} today in dm PhlHpines to fly the piannr out to 
the carrier. rTTso we*h4 prepared to do it If you want to do it. We can destroy the 

"craft by bombing. ... There is a petroleum system that ia concext^rated. . • . 

70% of the petroleum supply tn North Viet Nam we believe is c o nc entr a te d in 3 dumps. 

and we-can bcmErt hos» ~ ur straigh t those dumps, e— 

destroy their petroleum system which would be the petroleum for the patrol craft. « . 

In addition, there are certain prestige targets that wears working on. • « the lest 
several months , . ..and we have target folders peep and on those, for example, there: 
if one bridge, that is one.ksy bridge on the rail liM Moth out of Hknoi and we could 
destroy that. ... and there are other prestige targets/ ofthat kind.. 


All right. , . .good. X told Rivera the ether day, 
be in Charleston. . • now she can announce that. 


uxd I told Mm what was going to 
t'thef 


B Oh, surely, surely... 

A 0, Kr., thank you... 
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